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viding that no commerce shall be carried on to the detri-
ment of the publick, the merchant's profit must be the profit
of the nation, and their interests inseparably combined.

It may, however, be possible, that tho merchants may,
like other men, prefer their immediate to their greater
advantage, and may be impatient of a painful remedy,
though necessary to prevent a more grievous evil. But
let us not censure them by suspicion, and punish them for
a crime which it is only possible they may commit; let us,
sir, at least have all the certainty that can bo obtained, and
allow them an audience; let us neither bo so positive as
not to receive information, nor so rigorous as not to listen
to entreaties.

If the merchants have nothing to offer, nothing but
complaints, and can propose no better measures than those
which they lament, if their arguments should bo found to
regard only their present interest, and to bo formed upon
narrow views and private purposes, it will be oasy to de-
tect the imposture, and reject it with tho indignation it
shall deserve; nor will our proceedings bo then censured
by the nation, which requires not that tho merchants should
be implicitly believed, though it expects that thoy should
be heard. Let us at least have a convention) though wo
should not be able to conclude a treaty.

I know not, sir, why we have not taken caro to obviate
all these difficulties, and to remove the necossity of pe-
titions, debates, searches, and impresses, by the plain and
easy method of a voluntary register; by retaining such a
number of seamen as may probably be requisite upon sud-
den emergencies. Would not the nation with more cheer-
fulness contribute half-pay to those who are daily labour-
ing for the publick good, than to the caterpillars of the
land service, that grow old in laziness, and are disabled
only by vice ?

Let ten thousand men receive daily a small salary, upon
condition that they shall be ready, whenever called upon,
to engage in the service of the crown, and the difficulty of
our naval preparations will be at an end.

That it is necessary to exert ourselves on this occasion,